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MAYTHE LIGHT SHINE ONYOUTHIS CHRISTMAS
AND THROUGHOUTTHE NEWYEAR
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Chief Kele Antoine, Michael Nadli, Georges Erasmus, Grand Chief Herb Norwegian and Metis President
Shane Kwasney at the Legislative Assembly in Yellowknife

Christmas Greetings from Grand Chief Herb Norwegian

I want to wish all Dehchonians a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. Take
care of each other, especially the children and elders. I hope you enjoy the warmth,
happiness and good food of home in the company of your loved ones this Christmas
and throughout the new year.
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Dehcho Leaders Meet With

GNWT Premier Simpson

Dehcho Leaders met with GNWT Premier RJ
Simpson on December 16th at the Legislative
Assembly in Yellowknife. Attending the
meeting were Grand Chief Herb Norwegian,
Chief Kele Antoine, Chief Jamie Moses, Metis
President Shane Kwasney, Chief Negotiator
Georges Erasmus and Negotiator Michael M.
Nadli. Premier RJ Simpson, Kyla Kakfwi-
Scott and Rene Kalgukar attended for the
GNWT.

Grand Chief Norwegian felt the DFN had
established a good relationship with the
Premier and the meeting overall was positive.
Jurisdiction on Dehcho lands and access were
key issues discussed with the Premier. The
leaders stressed the need for the Dehcho
people to have the primary authority in these
areas. The present situation with southern
hunters and fishers arriving in large numbers is
unacceptable. Moose populations are in
decline as a result. Proper management is
needed and the people of the Dehcho are in the
best position to do that. Authority must be
given to the Dehcho Government. The leaders
presented a number of options and measures
that could be put in place to maintain proper
management.

The situation at Lindbergh Landing was also
discussed. Dehcho leaders pointed out that the
Interim Measures Agreement (IMA) signed by
the GNWT was not being followed and asked
the Premier to take all necessary steps to
correct the situation. Following complaints
made by the DFN, the GNWT had conducted a
visit of the site on November 25th during
which accumulated garbage was cleared up.
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This action was part of a Court Order issued
on October 31, 2025. The government is
currently assessing their findings to determine
what steps to take next.

A second meeting on Education was also held
and Dehcho MLA Sheryl Yakeleya joined the
discussion. The current education system in
the Dehcho is in chaos. Parents are removing
their children from school and changes need to
be made across the board.

Dehcho Process Negotiations
Ottawa November 24th - 27th

A marathon Negotiations Session was held in
Ottawa November 24-27. Several Dehcho
leaders travelled to the capital to participate in
person. In attendance were Grand Chief Herb
Norwegian, Chief Kele Antoine, Chief
Melanie Norwegian, Chief Jesse Moses, Metis
President Albert Lafferty, Georges Erasmus,
Michael Nadli, Chris Reid and Gavin Cazon-
Wilkes. Several chapters of the AIP were
discussed during the four-day session
including:

Migratory birds — Chapter 29

Parks — Chapter 37

Ratification and Eligibility — Chapter 48
Child and Family Services — Chapter 16
Taxation — Chapter 27

Fiscal Relations — Chapter 43

Land Use Planning — Chapter 36
Heritage Resources — Chapter 25

Fish Harvesting — Chapter 30
Jurisdiction on Dehcho Ndehe
Language and Culture — Chapter 23

A detailed report on the session is posted on
the Dehcho First Nations website at:
www.dehcho.org
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Dehcho Leadership Meets
Virtually

A Dehcho Leadership Teleconference was
held on December 8th. The following
leaders attended: Chief Kele Antoine, Chief
Jamie Moses, Chief Devon Felker, Chief
Norwegian-Menacho, Chief Dolphus
Jumbo, Chief Steve Vital and Albert
Lafferty and James Christie for the Metis.
From the Negotiations team, Georges
Erasmus and Michael M. Nadl..

Grand Chief Herb Norwegian opened the
meeting and presented the agenda for
discussion. Chief Negotiator Georges
Erasmus briefed leaders on the upcoming
one-day virtual Negotiations Session that
was subsequently held on December 17th
and outlined the negotiations schedule into
the new year.

The next negotiations session will be held
January 26-29 in Fort Providence. That
session will be preceded by a DFN
Leadership meeting which will be held at
the West Point First Nation. January 13th
was agreed as the best date to hold that
meeting. Discussion will focus on the 2018
Joint Offer. The decision to accept or reject
the offer will be tabled at the January
Negotiations Session.

Following that the next Negotiations
Session will be held Mar 2-5 and that
session will be followed by another session
March 31-April 1 in Fort Simpson.
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Several DFN program reports were
presented including Health and Wellness,
Education, Edehzhie, Lands and Resources
and Aboriginal Aquatic Resource and
Oceans Management (AAROM). Leaders
were also given an update on the progress
of community fieldwork and Chief
Norwegian requested that the fieldworkers
visit her community of Jean Marie River in
January.

Employment Opportunity

Dehcho First Nations Negotiations Team
is looking to hire a Negotiations
Coordinator.

For more information or to submit an
application please email or call Lisa
Lafferty at lisa_lafferty(@dehcho.org
(867 695 2610)
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The Investment Management Board sends Christmas
greetings to everyone.

Have a safe and happy holiday!

From left to right: Debbie Watsyk - vice chair, Jodi Dulmadge - CIBC, Joseph Nayally - board
member, Devin Cli - board member/treasurer, Natani Leech - CIBC, Ron Hardisty - board member,
Lorraine Whiteman - board member, Sylvia Scow - chair, Jane Arychuk - administrative assistant
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DFN Membership Outside the Dehcho Territory

Between now and January 20th we will be updating our contact information for all
members who reside outside the Dehcho. We will be doing Information Sessions
and home visits in the South during the New Year. Dates have yet to be scheduled.
Once the sessions are scheduled, posters will be posted and emails sent out.

Please send your contact information - name, address, phone number, email, and
DFN community you are from to:

Rosa Wright rosa wright@dehcho.org (text 867 688 6740)
Lisa Lafferty lisa lafferty@dehcho.org (867 695 2355)
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NWT Archives and the Native Communications Society of the NW'T
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DFN Welcomes New Team Member

» Leadership Meeting -
West Point First Nation
Jan 13-14

* Virtual Town Hall -
Jan 20

« Dehcho Process Negotiations -
Ft. Providence

Jan 26-29
* Dehcho Process Negotiations -
Mar 2-5
_ Lisa Lafferty « Dehcho Process Negotiations -
Dehcho First Nations is pleased to welcome Ft. Si
Lisa Lafferty of Fort Simpson to the t. Simpson
position of Negotiations Administrator. Lisa Mar 3 l-ApI'I
is Metis from Fort Simpson and she comes ) L. .
to her new position highly qualified with * Field Worker home visits will
years of experience. Her education and continue 1n January

training includes a Management Studies
Diploma from Aurora College in addition to
a Community Finance/Community
Management Diploma from the MACA
School of Community Government. She
previously spent 12 years working with the
Fort Simpson Metis during which time she
attended numerous leadership meetings,
assemblies, and other sessions. Her

experience has made her familiar with DEHCHO FIRST NATIONS
many of the people, places, leaders and PO Box 89

elders of the Dehcho. Lisa says she is Fort Simpson, NT, XOE ONO
looking forward to her new position 867-695-2610

working with the membership. You can

contact her at: lisa_lafferty@dehcho.org www.dencho.org
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