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NEGOTIATING
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

TIMELINE OF ACTIVITIES

Introduction

On June 24 and 25, 2008, the team of
Chiefs who have been appointed to ne-
gotiate an Agreement for the proposed
Mackenzie Gas Project will present to
the General Assembly their progress to
date. The Dehcho leadership mandated
this team to negotiate the best value for
this Agreement, which will include Ac-
cess and Benefits, Harvester’s Support,
Compensation and Monitoring.

This newsletter highlights progress on
the Access component of the Agree-
ment. There is an urgent need to start
preparing for this Project to ensure that
all policies and terms are finalized by the
time construction begins. Your feedback
and opinions are valuable and will be
heard by the leaders in your community.

The team of Chiefs is being Co-Chaired
by Keyna Norwegian and Berna Landry.
The other Chiefs on the team are Stanley
Sanguez, Lloyd Chicot, Dolphus Jumbo
and Darcy Moses. The Chiefs appointed
Mel Benson as the Lead Negotiator, as-
sisted by Shane Parrish. Trout Lake has
chosen to step away from the discus-
sions at this time.

It is important that the Dehcho people
stay informed about what is happen-
ing in this process and that residents
express their opinions to the Chiefs.
“We need to show [the proponents of
the Mackenzie Gas Project] that we, as a

people, know what we want,” says Chief
Berna Landry. “And not just them. We
need to show the world that the Dehcho
know what they want.”

When the Chiefs have secured the best
deal possible, they will return to the
communities with their recommenda-
tions and you will have the opportunity
to decide if you agree with the direction
that has been taken. This ratification
process will ensure that the final Agree-

ment is best for the Dehcho people and
will benefit and sustain the people for a
very long time.

This newsletter will provide you with in-
formation about the status of the Access
and Harvester portions of the Agree-
ment. For more information, and to view
the previous newsletter on the Benefits
portion of the Agreement, please visit
the Dehcho First Nations website at
http://www.dehchofirstnations.com/

Chief Darcy Moses listening to Grand Chief Jerry Antoine.

Highlights

from Access Negotiations

The Negotiating Team meets to discuss the Access Agreement.
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ACCESS UPDATE

Aboriginal Pipelene Group Update

In April 2008, at the Winter Leadership
Meeting, the Dehcho passed a Resolu-
tion that the Dehcho Pipeline Manage-
ment Limited Partnership (DPMLP)
would hold the Dehcho interest in the
Aboriginal Pipeline Group (APG). The Li-
idlii Kue First Nation and the Acho Dene
Koe formed the Limited partnership as
a single entity to allow all member First
Nations and Métis organizations to par-
ticipate in the APG.

A legal package has been distributed to
each of the communities in the Dehcho
Region, which will allow the communi-
ties to receive shares and units in the
APG. The packages are currently being
reviewed and various communities are
doing their due diligence in having them
completed.

When all of the communities have had a
chance to sign on to the Limited Partner-
ship, the remainder of the shares and
units will be distributed in a way that
reflects the distribution of the other
Access and Benefits Agreements. The
DPMLP’s legal council is conducting due

SAFETY- GNWT

The Mackenzie Gas Project brings a

share of safety concerns that range from
intentional damage to the infrastructure
to increased truck traffic on the highways.
The GNWT has signed a Memorandum of
Understanding with Imperial Oil Limited
that outlines the involvement of the RCMP.
As part of the Access Agreement, there
will be provisions to deter induced access.
This will likely take the form of gates on
roads where access should be restricted.

The additional traffic from the pipeline will
require upgrades and repairs of roads that
are required for access. “When this pipe-

line goes through, you need to think about

Co-chairs Chief Keyna Norwegian and Chief Berna Landry consider the Access Agreement.

dilligence on APG in preparation for the
transfer of Dehcho's units in the APG.

The APG represents a significant portion
of the Benefits derived from the MGP.
By making this Resolution, the Dehcho

how much more traffic is going to be

coming through,” says Chief Darcy Moses.

“We need to get the road paved because
it's a safety issue.”

Currently in discussion is the possibility
of installing satellite-tracking devices on
trucks to ensure that speed and proxim-
ity guidelines are being followed. Also in
discussion is the possibility of employing
a highway patrol to enforce these guide-
lines. The GNWT is not responsible for
private roads, but is primarily concerned
with safety. They will be enforcing these
guidelines along public highways and
roads.

Chief Stanley Sanguez makes a point with Randy Ottenbreit while Marie Lafferty takes in

the conversation.

have made a large step towards secur-
ing sustainable and ongoing Benefits for
future generations. The Dehcho leaders
continue to ask for your input and ideas
as the next step is taken.

The Dehcho were not included in this dis-
cussion between the GNWT and the Mack-
enzie Gas Project. “I'm shocked to hear
that the GNWT is signing agreements with
[Imperial Oil],” says Chief Berna Landry.
“That's exactly what we didn‘t want to see
in the Dehcho. We're still in the process

of negotiating our land claim agreement.
That should be the priority. The GNWT
should not be making agreements that
influence the Dehcho Process.”

DISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS

To determine the most equitable
way to distribute funds generated
through the Access and Benefits
Agreements, the Negotiation
Team is narrowing down their
choices by considering different
models. The Team is agreed

that the distribution will be fair
and reasonable. The model will
recognize traditional areas,
overlap and population. It will
also factor in the direct impact on
communities. A certain amount
of funds will be allocated to the
Dehcho First Nations and the rest
will be divided among the various
communities and organizations.
The Team will be presenting two
possible models at the General
Assembly in Kakisa.




