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XX  NEWS/NORTH NWT, Monday, August 17, 2009

Dehcho First Nations Leadership Awards
$87,000 to 44 
Scholarship Recipients

Dehcho First Nations would like to acknowledge and thank the DFN Scholarship
Committee for their three-year commitment to students of the Dehcho.

Thank you to:

Please Note:  An Expression of Interest for the 2010-2013 DFN Scholarship Committee will be posted in the near future

Congratulationsto the scholarship recipients andbest of luckin your studies!

Dehcho First Nations  

Leadership accepted the recommendations of the Scholarship Committee
and awarded the following scholarships:

One $12,000 Multi-Year
Scholarship
Phoebe Nahanni Memorial 
Scholarship - Sciences

TIIU CLI  Łíídlįį Kųę First Nation
 

Thirty-%ve $2,000 
Memorial Scholarship & 
Program Scholarships
Mary Cazon Memorial Scholarship – 
Environmental Protection or 
Land Use Planning

VANESSA GERLOCK 
Łíídlįį Kųę First Nation

 
Ecotourism & Outdoor Leadership 

Mitch Landy Memorial Scholarship – 
Environmental & Conservations or 
Land Use Planning

JARRET HARDISTY 
Łíídlįį Kųę First Nation
Wildlife & Fisheries Conservation 

Albertine Rohd Memorial Scholarship – 
Native Studies, Aboriginal Leadership/ 
Political Science

AMANDA HOPKINS 
Fort Simpson Métis

 

Nursing Scholarship

AMANDA BRADBURY 
Fort Simpson Métis

 

Engineering Scholarship

SACHEY ANTOINE 
Łíídlįį Kųę First Nation

-

Social Work Scholarship

ELIZABETH SUNRISE 
K’atłodeeche First Nation

 
 

Education Scholarship

SHARON ALLEN 
Łíídlįį Kųę First Nation

 

ANITA LAFFERTY 
Łíídlįį Kųę First Nation

 

MARTINA BERTRAND 
Acho Dene Koe First Nation

 
Island University

SHERRI-LYNN VEGSO 
Łíídlįį Kųę First Nation

 

SHAWNA SCOBIE 
Pehdzeh Ki First Nation

 

Business Scholarship

TINA FABIAN 
K’atłodeeche First Nation
Commerce Management Administration 

MOLLY DUNTRA 
Acho Dene Koe First Nation

 

DENNIS DENEYOUA 
Łíídlįį Kųę First Nation

 

ROBERT SQUIRREL 
Deh Gáh Got’ie Dene Band

 

SHERMAYN MENICOCHE 
Łíídlįį Kųę First Nation

 

NICOLE SABOURIN 
K’atłodeeche First Nation

 

MARCIE LAFFERTY 
Fort Simpson Métis
Computers in the Workplace & 
O!ce Administration at Aurora 

CHRISTINE CHAMPAGNE 
Łíídlįį Kųę First Nation

 

DELPHINE ELLEZE 
Deh Gáh Got’ie Dene Band
Advanced Accounting Certi"cation 

Indigenous Arts Scholarship

STEVIE NANDE 
Acho Dene Koe First Nation
Foundations in Indigenous Fine Arts 

ALANA LAMALICE 
K’atłodeeche First Nation
Indigenous Independent Digital Filmmak-

JONATHAN ANTOINE 
Pehdzeh Ki First Nation
Indigenous Independent Digital Filmmak-

General Studies Scholarship

BIANCA KOTCHEA 
Acho Dene Koe First Nation

JESSIE LOUTIT  Fort Simpson Métis
 

at the University of Calgary

KERI-ANN LOUTIT 
Fort Simpson Métis

 

JULIA TSETSO 
Łíídlįį Kųę First Nation

OLGA CONSTANT 
Deh Gáh Got’ie Dene Band

 
Prairie Regional College

CHELSY SANGUEZ 
Jean Marie River First Nation

 

MARY ANN ANTOINE 
Pehdzeh Ki First Nation
Preparation for College/University Program 

JERALD SIBBESTON 
Fort Simpson Métis

 

JASMYN DOUGLAS-SCHMITZ 
Fort Simpson Métis

ROBYN MCLEOD 
Deh Gáh Got’ie Dene Band

 

VANESSA WAUGH 
Łíídlįį Kųę First Nation

 

Five $1,000 
Short-Term Scholarships
DORIS CAMSELL 
Deh Gáh Got’ie Dene Band

 
at the University of Saskatchewan

JORDAN SNIDER 
Nahanni Butte Dene Band

JEREMY ANTOINE 
Łíídlįį Kųę First Nation
Electrical Apprenticeship Program 

SHARON CORNEILLE 
Łíídlįį Kųę First Nation
Millwright Program at Fairview College

BRITTANI WILLIAMS 
Pehdzeh Ki First Nation

 

Four $500 Conditional 
Scholarships
RONELL LANDRY 
Deh Gáh Got’ie Dene Band

 

ANGIE MATTO 
Deh Gáh Got’ie Dene Band

 

KYLE CAMSELL 
Deh Gáh Got’ie Dene Band

 

MAUREEN DENERON 
Sambaa Ke Dene Band

 
Fort Simpson

Scholarships  2009
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In July 2008, 
Acho Dene 

Koe signed a 
Framework 
Agreement 
with Canada 
to negotiate a 
comprehen-
sive land claim 
agreement 
for just their 
community.  
Section 12 of 
this Framework 
Agreement 
states that ADK 
must resolve 

“overlap issues” with other Ab-
original groups before Phase 1 
of a !nal land claims agreement 
can be concluded.     
Attached to this agreement was 
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a map of the Acho Dene Koe 
(ADK) ‘asserted territory’, which 
includes large sections of lands 
within the Sambaa K’e and Na-
hanni Butte traditional land use 
areas (see map above).  Both the 
Sambaa K’e and Nahanni Butte 
Dene Band were very o"ended 
that ADK would sign an agree-
ment with Canada that may 
a"ect Sambaa K’e and Nahanni 
Butte’s traditional lands without 
!rst consulting with its neigh-
bours.

In response to the signing of 
the Framework Agreement, the 
Sambaa K’e and Nahanni Butte 
Dene Bands have informed ADK 
and Canada that they cannot 
make decisions or take actions  
a"ecting Sambaa K’e or Nahanni 

Butte traditional lands without 
formal consultation and consent.   
Sambaa K’e and Nahanni Butte 
have also indicated a willingness 
to negotiate in good faith and 
have formed a Joint Negotiation 
Team to prepare for nego-
tiations.  This Joint Negotiation 
Team is made up of three rep-
resentatives each from Sambaa 
K’e and Nahanni Butte, along 
with a negotiation facilitator.  
Chiefs Dolphus Jumbo and Fred 
Tesou will lead the team.  Peter 
Redvers of Crosscurrent Associ-
ates Ltd. is providing facilitation 
services.  Dehcho First Nations 
(DFN) is providing administrative 
support to the communities and 
will also have observer status 
during the negotiations’ process, 
because negotiations will a"ect 

the south-western boundary of 
the Dehcho Territory.  
The signi!cance of these 
negotiations cannot be under-
estimated.   Although ADK has 
stated it wants to pursue land 
claims negotiations in British 
Columbia and Yukon (only 40% 
of its asserted territory is in the 
Northwest Territories), Canada 
has only agreed to negotiations 
in the Northwest Territories.  It 
is not clear whether ADK will 
get all its land quantum in the 
NWT or whether its negotiated 
land quantum will be spread 
between B.C. and Yukon as 
well.  Furthermore, it is likely 
that ‘overlap’ negotiations will 
require the establishment of a 
clear boundary between the 
‘ADK settlement area’ and the 



Dehcho Territory, given that the resource 
management regimes in the two areas may 
be di"erent.  In its Framework Agreement, 
ADK has agreed that it will not be seeking 
any new regulatory or land management 
regimes for its settlement area.  In contrast, 
DFN has been pursuing the establishment of 
a Dehcho Resource Management Authority 
for the region, guided by the !nal Dehcho 
Land Use Plan.       

Sambaa K’e and Nahanni Butte had ex-
pected that negotiations would begin this 
past winter, but ADK would not agree to 
negotiate with the communities jointly – it 
wanted to negotiate separate agreements 
with each community.  This approach was 
rejected by Sambaa K’e and Nahanni Butte 
because they share lands with each other 
and therefore want to work together.  As 
well, ADK was telling Sambaa K’e and Na-
hanni Butte who these communities could 
or couldn’t bring to the negotiation table.  
Again, this approach of telling the smaller 
communities what to do was unacceptable.  
In the meantime, during this past winter, 
the Joint Negotiation Team has been doing 
background research on the boundary issue 
and has held community meetings to keep 
community members informed on this issue.

As of May 7th, however, the ADK Chief 
Negotiator, Floyd Bertrand, has agreed to 
meet with the Sambaa K’e and  Nahanni 
Butte Joint Negotiation Team in Sambaa 
K’e in June, so it appears that initial discus-
sions will take place and a process for formal 
negotiations can be put into place.  Further 
updates will be provided as more informa-
tion becomes available.  

Peter Redvers
SKDB-NDDB Negotiation Facilitator
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